Monitoring Steering Committee

Agenda – May 4 & 5

NESCAUM

Thursday

May 4:  

8:30 – 9:30
2007 Grant Guidance Summary (EPA, lead)



$ 16.2  from 105 - $17M from 103

· Allocation of 105 Funding Cut

· Could be pro rata or by risk – there are examples of winners and losers under each scenario
· 105 QA Funding

· EPA will go ahead with shifting funding to STAG – but are looking at cost saving measures.  
· Air Toxics (Funding, NATTS, Community Grants)

· Funding is steady – and kept as 103 – but shift of $1,800,000 from Community monitoring to NATTS (although specific uses of money to determined collaboratively)
· “Off the Top” PM2.5 Funds – IMPROVE, etc.

· These are being looked at – IMPROVE discussed in more detail below – but overall will continue at near the same levels – off the top funds do not need to be matched. Some saving from shipping costs but increase of $835,000 for carbon channel conversions
· Allocation of Remaining PM2.5 Funds

· EPA will continue to consult with states and locals.  Unspent money is a problem – states and regional offices need to look at methodology to fix accounting problems. Timing of grant awards needs to be worked out better as this is crucial in some states. 
9:30 -12:00
2007 Grant Guidance (Dick Valentinetti, lead)



Introduction/Statement of Issue



Increases may be possible – in fact during the meeting there was indication that progress on restoring funds was being made. Allocation scheme will undergo potentially significant changes for FY08. There was discussion of the PART process and whether we can better use this to our advantage – need to know the rating scheme. 

· Air Toxics  (9:30-10:15)

· $1.8M being moved out of “local scale” monitoring to NATTS but that really is a place holder. Money could be used for Mercury for example. Concern that money would shifted to address only national issues. Considered moving the “competitive” process down to the regions. One concern is this would “dilute the funding too much. 
Break

· QA (10:30 -11:15)

· Much discussion of what is needed and appropriate at federal level. Mike Papp talked about Through the probe audits – also indicated that PEP is pretty much the only approach for assessing bias on the PM measurements and while some reductions in frequency can be made the program cannot be cut too deeply. 
· PAMS (11:15-12:00)

· Requirements cut need by 50% so we need to develop a plan for PAMS or risk losing the money in the future.
12:00-1:00

Lunch
 - Eat In
· PM2.5 (1:00-1:30) - State and Local Concerns

· From state perspective it seems like pro rata or percentage cuts are the only way to handle this in the next fiscal year. Risk based formula will take more time to fully develop and could result in very large shifts that would require planning to implement.
· PM2.5 (1:30-3:00) – EPA Response and Concerns

· Look for state and local recommendation on IMPROVE. May use
· Other Concerns and Alternatives (3:00-3:15)

· Funding for PM course
Break
3:30 – 4:30   
CASTNET (Larry Kertcher, lead)

· Technical and Budget

· Ozone, Data Flow and Use

· CASTNET still has not proved out new instrumentation – there is much concern that the evaluation process is too open-ended. Committee is pressing for a decision point. CASTNET data is sometimes used for attainment – need to deal with data quality issues. 
4:30 – 5:00
Additional Topics and Action Lists for the Day (State/local agencies and EPA) -  BioWatch

Friday

May 5:
8:30-10:00       IMPROVE (Marc Pitchford, lead)



Current Budget and Reexamination

· History

· Funding

· Future

· Marc P gave a presentation on methods for determining site reductions and what the implications of those reductions might be. Tentatively a 15% reduction maybe doable – IMPROVE to continue to work with STAPPA and other agencies on this. 
Break

10:15-10:45
National Monitoring Conference (State and Local lead)



See handout – we need to get state and local participation and attendance. 

10:45-12:30     National Monitoring Strategy and Monitoring Regulations (State and Local lead)



EPA is working on comments – there was a brief summary of major comments. 

12:30-1:30

Lunch
 - Au Bon Pain (in building)
1:30-2:00
2006 Plan Execution/Update



Again – need to fix accounting problems.

· PM2.5 and Toxics Analysis

· EPA still working on these contracts
· Instrumentation (Continuous PM2.5, PM10-2.5, Ammonia)

1:30-2:30
Other topics (Precursor Gas Requirements—or revisit outstanding issues)


Would like EPA to consider moving this out of regulations so that there is more flexibility

‘

2:30-3:00     
Joint Agreement on Action Items and Follow-up
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