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This Month at NESCAUM 
January 2018 

 

Climate and Energy 

California Heavy-Duty Greenhouse Gas Phase 2 Rulemaking: California Air Resources 

Board has initiated rulemaking for its “Phase 2” regulations for heavy-duty engines and will hold 

a hearing on the proposal on February 8, 2018 in Sacramento, CA. Its proposed rule would be 

nearly identical to the federal Phase 2 rule finalized by EPA in 2016. Importantly, the proposal 

will include a provision to close the glider vehicle loophole – identical to the provision that EPA 

has proposed to remove from its Phase 2 rule. Contact: Matt Solomon. 

 

Mobile Sources 

Glider Vehicle Loophole Proposed Re-instatement: On Monday, December 4, 2017, EPA held 

a hearing in Washington, DC on its proposal to re-instate the glider vehicle loophole, which 

would allow a new truck chassis combined with an old, dirty engine to be sold as essentially a 

new vehicle not having to meet new engine emissions standards. The proposal will significantly 

increase NOx and PM emissions from the on-road heavy-duty diesel mobile source sector based 

on EPA’s emissions testing. At the EPA hearing, Matt Solomon testified for NESCAUM in 

strong opposition to the proposal, which was also opposed by nearly all stakeholders present, 

including engine manufacturers, truckers’ associations, and many environmental, public health, 

and consumer advocates.  

 

On December 14, 2017, NESCAUM sent a request to EPA asking to extend the comment period 

on the proposed glider loophole re-instatement by 30 days based on the limited available time 

due to the holiday period, and the lack of supporting information EPA requested from a study by 

researchers at Tennessee Technical University that was not yet available in the docket. EPA had 

cited the study in its proposal, although the study lacked quantitative data to support its 

emissions comparisons. EPA denied NESCAUM’s request on December 20. On Friday, January 

5, 2018, NESCAUM submitted written comments to the EPA docket opposing the proposal. 

Contact: Matt Solomon. 

 

Northeast Corridor Steering Committee Meeting with Electrify America: NESCAUM 

convened a steering committee composed of state representatives from Virginia to Maine as part 

of NESCAUM’s partnership with Electrify America to advance electric vehicle (EV) adoption in 

the Northeast Corridor. NESCAUM hosted a meeting in Providence, RI, on January 9-10, 2018, 

where the Northeast Corridor Steering Committee met with representatives from Electrify 

America. They discussed regional priorities in EV charging infrastructure with the goal of 

developing a regional strategy and informing Electrify America’s future investments in the 

Northeast Corridor. Meeting participants shared information and thoughts on current and future 

EV infrastructure investment plans, discussed near-term and mid-term investment priorities for 

the region, and talked about key roles for different stakeholders involved with expanding 

charging infrastructure in the region. Contact: Elaine O’Grady. 

mailto:msolomon@nescaum.org
http://www.nescaum.org/documents/nescaum-epa-hrg-testimony-glider-kit-repeal-20171204.pdf/
http://www.nescaum.org/documents/nescaum-glider-repeal-comment-extension-request-20171214.pdf/
http://www.nescaum.org/documents/epa-lttr-to-nescaum-denying-glider-ext-request-20171220.pdf
http://www.nescaum.org/documents/nescaum-comments-proposed-glider-kit-repeal-20180105.pdf/
mailto:msolomon@nescaum.org
mailto:eogrady@nescaum.org
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Northeast Electric Vehicle Awareness Campaign: Edelman Intelligence conducted a series of 

three focus groups in Albany, NY, on December 14, 2017 to prepare for the launch of the 

campaign “Drive Change. Drive Electric.” Each focus group represented one of the three target 

audiences for the campaign (Grown Up Millennials, Seasoned Base, and Next Chapter Women).  

The focus groups were conducted to explore their attitudes toward creative ad campaign 

concepts and conduct creative assessment exercises to determine what look and feel for the 

campaign is most effective among each of the three target audiences. Overall, the look and feel 

of the creative ad concepts tested were received favorably by each focus group and generated 

interest in learning more about electric cars. 

 

From the focus groups, we learned that each of the target segments are highly curious about 

electric cars but require significant education on EVs. Infusing ads with information as well as 

linking to other campaign assets (e.g., website) will provide further education. We also found 

that highlighting larger sized or sportier cars helps dispel misconceptions that all electric cars are 

compact and “boxy,” driving mainstream consumer acceptance. In addition, cost and range 

concerns were highlighted repeatedly as barriers to purchase. Therefore, it is important to 

showcase associated incentives and alleviate range anxiety through an informational approach to 

build on the momentum electric cars are gaining within key markets. Based on the key 

takeaways and insights gained from the focus groups, Edelman plans to propose some revisions 

to the creative concepts for the campaign. Contact: Elaine O’Grady. 

 

Science and Technology 

Cordwood Test Method Development: NESCAUM continues to conduct research and work 

with representatives from regulatory agencies, trade associations, manufacturers, and test labs to 

discuss development of cordwood test methods. Stakeholder webcasts are scheduled for January 

11
 
and February 1. The group also plans to hold a meeting at the HPBA Expo in Nashville, TN 

on March 6. Contact: Lisa Rector. 

 

New York State Home Heating Oil Trace Element Content Analyses: The NESCAUM-

authored article “Determination of Mercury and other Trace Elements in Home Heating Oil Used 

in New York State” is now published on-line in Energy & Fuels, a peer-reviewed journal by the 

American Chemical Society. The article presents the results of a 2-phase study analyzing trace 

element content in heating oil in New York State covering the heating seasons of 2008-2009 and 

2015-2016. Both sampling periods consistently showed much lower mercury levels than would 

be inferred from the EPA AP-42 emission factor for heating oil (i.e., No. 2 distillate), and has 

implications for state mercury air emissions inventory estimates. Contact: Mahdi Ahmadi. 

 

Committee Updates 

Air Toxics and Public Health Committee (ATPH): The next monthly ATPH Committee call is 

scheduled for Thursday, January 18, at 2:00 p.m. Contact: Charla Rudisill. 

 

mailto:eogrady@nescaum.org
mailto:lrector@nescaum.org
http://www.nescaum.org/documents/ahmadi-hg-and-other-trace-element-content-in-heating-oil-nys-energyfuels20171204.pdf/
http://www.nescaum.org/documents/ahmadi-hg-and-other-trace-element-content-in-heating-oil-nys-energyfuels20171204.pdf/
mailto:ahmadi@nescaum.org
mailto:charla@nescaum.org
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Stationary Sources & Permitting Committee (SSPC): The next monthly SSPC Committee is 

scheduled for Wednesday, January 17, at 1:00 p.m. Contact: Mahdi Ahmadi. 

 

Permit Modeling Committee (PMC): The next monthly PMC Committee call is scheduled for 

Thursday, January 18, at 10:00 a.m. Contact: Mahdi Ahmadi. 

mailto:ahmadi@nescaum.org
mailto:ahmadi@nescaum.org

